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State of Our Estuary: reporting on the health of the San Francisco Estuary
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About the State of Our Estuary



How Do We Measure Estuary Health?

24 Indicators



2025 State of Our Estuary Executive Summary and scorecard



Tidal marsh indicator page with status and trend



The Estuary 

Scorecard
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Key Takeaway

Where the approaches to restore ecosystem health are 

well-understood and managers have taken action on the 

ground, results are visible.

Photo Credit: Shira Bezalel



Tidal Marsh and Marsh Birds



Key Takeaway

Other problems persist because they’re physically 

difficult to address, or their solutions come with social 

and economic trade-offs.



Freshwater Flow

Open Water Habitat

Beneficial Floods



The Estuary 

continues to 

support 

important 

community 

uses Safe for 

Swimming

Fish Safe 

for Eating



Key Takeaway

Most Bay indicators are in Fair condition and stable, 

while most Delta indicators are in Poor condition and 

declining.



Key Takeaway

Better (and worse) trends become apparent when 

looking at finer-scale data. These trends provide insight 

into what the ecosystem needs.



Waterfowl



Fueling
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Photo by XX



Fueling 
Regional 
Action



Our (Amazing) Team



Thank You!

Funding for this project has been provided in full or in part through an agreement with the State Water Resources Control Board. California’s 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund is capitalized through a variety of funding sources, including grants from the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency and state bond proceeds. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the foregoing, nor 

does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.

This material is based upon work supported by the Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Science Program, under Contract No. DSC23010.
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