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Funders and Partners

Funders

• San Francisco Bay Restoration 
Authority

• US Fish and Wildlife Service
• Resources Legacy Fund

Project Partners

• Sonoma Land Trust
• San Francisco Estuary Institute
• Ducks Unlimited
• Point Blue Conservation 

Science
• Sonoma Water
• US Fish and Wildlife Service
• California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife



Purpose and Goals

• Implement the Baylands Ecosystem 
Habitat Goals

• Restoration: Support property acquisition 
and restoration design

• Infrastructure: Recommendations for 
protection

• Public Access: Establish guidelines



Study Area – Historic Context



Study Area



Study Area - Infrastructure



Design Alternative - Enhanced Tidal

1. Remove levees to alleviate flooding.
2. Excavate new channels across diked baylands.
3. Place fill next to existing channel marshes.
4. Use existing marsh in channels as nucleus of new 

marshes.
5. Route more tidal prism through Tolay Creek.
6. Focus on alluvial fans.



1% Flow,
Storm Surge,
2050 SLR

Design Alternative - Enhanced Tidal



Costs (excluding acquisition)

This estimates includes a design and unit cost contingency of up to 25% and construction contingency of 30%.

Enhanced Tidal Alternative

Acres (Net) 11,300

Design & Permits $24 M

Restoration $186 M

Infrastructure Protection $172 M

Total $381 M

Total Cost / Acre $34,000 / acre

Total Restoration $210 M

Restoration Cost / Acre $19,000 / acre



Public accessPublic Access Principles

1. Options for public  access  should  be  
considered  in each  restoration 
project phase.

2. Identify resources to manage and 
maintain access.

3. Build trails from natural materials 
that can deteriorate with flooding.

4. All access should be adaptable to 
anticipated changing landscape 
conditions.

5. Increase awareness of existing  public 
access opportunities.



1. Alluvial fan habitat restoration and flood 
reduction project 

2. Camp 4 acquisition project coming to 
Governing Board in December

3. Strategy provides basis for comments to 
lengthen the Tolay Creek Bridge for State 
Route 37 - State Route 116 – Mare Island 
Interim Traffic Congestion Relief Project

4. Strategy provides basis for near-term and 
long-term mitigation opportunities for 
State Route 37

Next Steps - Implementation



Questions?

SONOMA CREEKBAYLANDS STRATEGY

https://sonomalandtrust.org/current-initiatives/highway-37-redesign/

Kendall Webster - kendall@sonomalandtrust.org

Jessica Davenport - Jessica.Davenport@scc.ca.gov

Jeremy Lowe - jeremyl@sfei.org



1. Present bridge crossings and embankments 
disrupt hydrologic and habitat connectivity. 

2. Reconnections on SR 37 should center 
around the Sonoma Creek and Tolay Creek 
bridge crossings.

3. Tolay Creek bridge should be lengthened and 
elevated to accommodate restoration.

4. The railroad could be relocated, raised, or 
isolated with levees.

5. Both Railroad Slough and Wingo Slough 
bridges need to be lengthened and elevated.

SR 37 & SMART Rail




